Italian System vs. Two Knights Defense 1/26/13

Two Knights Defense
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Modern Variation

lede52 D3 Dc63 cd D64 d4
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

dxe5 0-0 &3 &Hd5 LKe3 +/- Patzer Variation 1
Dxed D5 Le7 00 Deb Sokolsky - Navrodsky #2
e5 0-0 exd6 &d5 &xc6 Dxd4 +/= ... &e4 Variation 2
exdd Ded d5  Dxd6 Le7 bxch Skrobek - Wolny #4

. We2 &f4 exf6 Dbd2 Db3 Lxe2 £d3 ¥d2 oxd3 +/= .. Dgi+..f6 3
Dg4 We7 f6  Dxf6 d6  Yxe2 d3  Db4 Dxd3 Albert & Dzindzi in COWE

exd6 £xe2 &xd6 Da3 Db5 oxd3 Dd2 +/= .. Dgi+..d6 4
d6 Wxe2 &xd6 cxd6 @geS d3 Se7 Neubauer - Del Rio #6

2b5 Oxd4 Le3 Lxc6 Dd2! Yxd2 0-0 Hb3 Eael!+/= Macho7.. &c5 b
d5 HDe4 LB Ld7 bxct Dxd20-0 Lbe We7 Neubauer - Kotz #10

Dxc6 x5 Lxc6 D3 +/- Macho Gambit 6
0-0 bxc6 Dxcs5 Lab Gonzalez - Niubo#8

Lxc6 00 &Ob3 3 f4 &c3 bxc3 +/- Blob Chase 7
£47 bxc6 o> c6 Dg5 Ded Dxc3 Rogers - Ikeda #13

3 f4 5 N3 bxc3 +/- Passive Line 8

2e7 D5 0-0 Ded D3 Edelman-Vucic #11
. 3 4 23 ©Hd2 ¥d2 +/= Main Line 9
2c5 Dgs Ded 00 D2 Adorjan - Kluger#17
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Italian System vs. Two Knights Defense 1/26/13

Two Knights Modern Variation Overview

1e4e52 D3 D6 3 Lca D6 4 d4 exdd 5 €5 Ded
Dga
d5 6 £b5 hes 7 Dxd4 2.c5

1e4e52 Df3 Dcb6 3 Lc4 D6 4 db exd4 5 e5
Black's first decision.

1ed4e52 D3 Dc6 3 &cd Df6 4 d4 exd4 5 e5 d5
6 b5 Ded 7 Dxda

Black's second decision.

Black has two major choices. On move five he must decide what to do about the attacked knight.
(See diagram above.) He can move it to e4 or g4, or he can counterattack with d7-d5. This last is
most common and probably best. Later, on move seven, black can defend the knight on c6 by 7 ...
£d7 or offer to sacrifice material with the “macho” 7 ... £c5.

Often white forces a “blob” pawn structure on black.

White strategies:

1. blockade the blob

2. attack on the kingside by advancing the e and f pawns
3. attack black’s a-pawn

White tactics:
1. the e5-e6 shot
2. f5-f6 to destroy black’s king position

Black strategies:

1. hit white’s center e5-pawn with ... f7-f6

2. mobilize the blob, to trade off potential weaknesses
and/or gain space

3. attack with pieces on the kingside The Blob: Pawn island triplet on c+d files.

30of 6



Italian System vs. Two Knights Defense

1

Sokolsky,Alexei - Navrodsky
Novosibirsk (1) 1944

1ed e5 2 D3 Dcb 3 &cd D6 4d4 Dxed
5 dxe5 Dc5 6 0-0 £e7 7 Hc3 0-0 8 Hd5 Deb
9 £e3 6 10 Dxe7+ Wxe7 11 exfé Wxf6 12 Dg5
©h8 134 We7 14 Dxh7 &xh7 15 Wh5+ &g8
16 f5 De5 17 fxe6 Exf1+ 18 Exf1 D xc4
19 Y7+ Wxf7 20 exf7+ &8 21 £d4 1-0

2

Skrobek - Wolny
corr: Dr J. Bannet Memorial 1990

1e4 e52 Df3 Dc6 3 Lcd Df6 4 d4 exdd 5e5
Ne4 60-0 d5 7exdé Dxdé 8 &d5 Le7
9 £xc6+ bxcé 10 Dxd4 Wd7 11 Hc3 11 We3l?
Mikhalchishin 11 ... 0-O 12 &f4 £f6 13 Da4
Dp5 14 De2 YWd5 15¢c3 15 Yc1? YWed -/+
15 ... &5 15 ... Wc4 16 b3 16 Wxd5 cxd5
17 Dc5 d4 17 ...c6? 18a4 +- 18 Dg3 £Lg6
18 ... £¢c8 19 Dged Le7 20a4 Dd6 21 cxd4
+- 19¢c4 Dd6 20 Lxd6 cxd6 21 Dd7 Efc8
22 Dxfe+ gxf6 23 b3 d5 24 cxd5 Ed8 25 f4 Lc2
'111 26 Hacl Eac8 27 Ef2 d3 28 Df5128 Ded?
f5 28 ... Ec5 28 ... &f8 29 De3 +/- 29 Ed2
Ha5 29 ... 218 30 De3 30 De7+ ©g7 31 Dc6
Edxd5 32 Dxab5 Exab 33 Ecxc2 dxc2 34 Exc2
+- ©g6 34..f5 35a4 Ea6 36 Ec5 &f6
37 &f2 Eeb 38 a5 +- 35 ¥f2 &f5 36 Pe3 h5
37 a4 Ea6 38 Ec5+ ©g4 39 h3+ ©g3 40 Exh5
&xg2 41 ©d4 &g3 4215 &f4 43 ©c5 Eas5+
44 b4 " 1" 44 ©c6? Exf5 45 Exfs+ Dxf5
46 b4 Ded 47 b5 5 48 a5 f4 49 b6 axb6 50 axb6
f3 = 44 ... Exf5 45 Exf5+ &xf5 46 &ca!
46 ... D4 46 ... Ded 47 ©d2 ©f3 48 b4 Ded
49 b5 £d5 50 h4 +- 47 b4 1-0

(47. b4 Kg3 (47... Ke3 48. h4 5 49. h5 f4 50. h6 f3 51. h7
f2 52. h8=Q f1=Q 53. Qe5+ Kf2 54. Qf4+ Ke2 55. Qxf1+
Kxf1 56. Kd4 $18) 48. b5 f5 49. a5 f4 50. b6 axb6 51. axb6
f3 52. b7 f2 53. b8=Q+ Kxh3 54. Qf4 Kg2 55. Qg4+ Kh2
56. Qf3 Kg1 57. Qg3+ Kf1 58. Kd2 f5 59. Qh2 f4 60. Qh1#
Popescu )

Line 3 is a suggestion by Albert & Dzindzi from
Chess Openings for White Explained.
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Neubauer - Del Rio Angelis
Santa Clara, 2002

1e4 e5 2 Df3 Dc6 3 &ca D6 4 d4 exdd 5e5
Dgs 6We2 YWe7 7 &4 d6 8exds Wxe2+
9 &xe2 £xd6 10 £xd6 cxd6 11 Da3 Dge5
12 Db5 d3 13 cxd3 Le7 14 £d2 Le6 15 Ehe
&d7 16 Dfdd ab 17 Dxcd Dxcé 18 D3 Dd4
19 £d1 b5 20 De2 Dxe2 21 £xe2 £d5 22 g3
f523 d4 Ehe8 24 £d3 Exe1 25 Exe1 g6 26 a3
Hc8 27 Ec1 &c4 28 &xc4 bxcd 29 b3 cxb3
30 Exc8 ©xc8 31 ¥c3 Fc7 32 ©xb3 &6
33 ©c4 d5+ 34 Yb4 b6 354 a5+ 36 a4
©a6 37 h3 h5 38 h4 £b6 39 £b3 Lb5 40 ad+
&6 1/2

5

Neubauer,Martin - Kotz,Heinz Peter
Austria, 2002

1e4 e5 2 Df3 Dcb 3 Rcd Df6 4 d4 exdd 5 e5
d5 6 b5 Ded 7 Dxdd Lc5 8 Le3d 2d7
9 &xc6 bxc6 10 Dd2 DHxd2 11 Wxd2 0-0
12 0-0 We7 13 Db3 &£b6 14 Eael1 ab
15 Lxb6 cxb6 16f4 a4 17 Dd4 c5 185 16
19 exfe Wxi6 20 DHeb Lxe6 21 Exe6 ¥Wxb2
22 ¥xd5 ©h8 2316 gxf6 24 Eexf6 Exf6
25 Wxa8+ &g7 26 Wa7+ ©g6 27 Yxad Exf1+
28 &xf1 ¥fe+ 29 ©g1 Web 30 &f2 i+
31 ©g3 ¥c3+ 32 ©h4 ¥ie+ 33 ©h3 h5
34 Weq4+ $h6 35a4 We3+ 36 ©hd YWie+
37 ©g3 Wc3+ 38 &f4 YWie+ 39 e3 Wc3+
40 $e2 1-0

6

Gonzalez Pruneda - Niubo Arenas
Cala Mendia: ESP 2001
1e4 e5 2 Df3 Dc6 3d4 exdd 4 £c4 D6 5e5
d5 6 &b5 Hed 7 DHxdd &c5 8 e3 0-0O
9 Dxc6 bxc6 10 &xc5 Dxc5 11 &xc6 Lab
12 Dc3 d4 13 £xa8 dxc3 14 Wxd8 Exd8 15 b4
Neb 16 £c6 Ed2 17 b5 Dd4 18 0-O Exc2
19 bxa6 Dxcb6 20 Efc1 Exc1+ 21 Exc1 Dd4
22 &1 c2 23 De1 &f8 24 ©d2 Le7 25 ©d3
¢k 26 Dxc2 Dxe527 Ed1 Dg4 28 Eb1 1-0
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Rogers,lan - lkeda,Junta
Canberra: ANU sim blind (1) 2003

1e4 e5 2 Df3 Dcb 3 d4 exdd 4 Lcd D6 5e5
d5 6 &b5 Ded 7 Dxdd £d7 8 £xc6 bxcb
90-0O c5 10 Db3 c6 1113 Dg5 1214 De4
13 Dc3 Dxc3 14 bxc3 £e7 1515 c4 16 Dd4 c5
17 De2 £.c6 18 Dg3 d4 19 6 ¥d5 20 Ye2 d3
21 Y2 gxf6 22 exf6 £xf6 23 Bel+ &d7
24 Ded4 Le7 25cxd3 cxd3 26 £a3 Ehgs
27 &xc5 f5 28 c4 ¥xcd 29 ¥Uxf5+ &c7
30 £xe7 Wdda+ 31 Y2 Wxf2+ 32 &xf2 Eae8
33 Dg3 Eg7 34 &b4 Ef7+ 35 ©g1 Eb8 36 a3
La4 37 De4 Eg8 38 £d6+ Lc6 39 £b4 L2
40 Dd2 Eg5 41 Beb+ 2d7 42 BEab &d8
43 Be1 EBfg7 4493 E7g6 45 Exg6 Exgb
46 g2 ©d7 47 Ee7+ ©c6 48 Exa7 1-0

8

Edelman,Daniel - Vucic,Mladen
New York: Manhattan 1989

1e4 e52 Df3 Dc6 3d4 exdd 4 &Lcd D6 5e5
d5 6 &b5 Ded 7 Dxdd £d7 8 £xc6 bxch
90-0 £e7 103 Hc5 1114 0-O 125 Hed
13 Dc3 Dxc3 14 bxc3 c5 15 Db3 c4 16 Dd4 6
17e6 £e8 18 YWg4 h5 19 YWg3 £d6 20 £f4
axf4 21 Yxf4 c5 22 De2 ¥bs 23 Eab1 ¥e5
24 Wd2 £c6 25 Ebe1 Wd6 26 Df4 d4 27 Dxh5
Efe8 28 Ef4 Ee7 29 Eg4 €h7 30 Dxf6+ gxf6
31 Eh4+ ©g8 32 ¥h6 1-0

9

Adorjan,Andras - Kluger,Gyula
Hungary: HUN-ch 1966
1e4 e52 Df3 Dcb 3 Lc4 D6 4 d4 exdd 5e5
d5 6 &b5 Ded 7 Dxdd £d7 8 &xc6 bxcé
9 0-0 £c¢5 10 £e3 0-0 1113 g5 124 De4
13 Dd2 Dxd2 14 Yxd2 Ye7 15 Db3 &b6
16 Eae1l &5 17 Wc3 ¥Wd7 18 £¢5 Eabs
19 Ef2 Efd8 20 Ed2 We7 21 £xb6 Exbé
22 Ee3 Edb8 23 a3 h6 24 Eg3 Le4 25 Ef2
Ee8 26 Nc5 &5 27 b4 ©h7 28 ¥d4 a5 29 c3
g6 30 h3 £a8 31 Ee3 h5 32 6 fxe6 33 g4 Le4
34 We5 Ee8 359gxh5 ¥g7 36 Yxg7+ Sxg7
37 Dxe4 dxe4 38 Eg2 €h6 39 Exgb+ ¥xh5
40 Eg5+ ©h6 41 Exa5 Eb5 42 Exb5 cxb5

1/26/13

43 Exed ¥h5 44 12 c6 45 Ee5+ 2h4 46 213
Be74715 1-0

HAGWeek 2N
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Italian System vs. Two Knights Defense

Blockading the Blob
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34 Le3 L8 35 ©d4 Le8 36 Db3 Ld8 37 Lc5
£d7 38 Ddd4 1-0 Orton - Atkins, 20086.

Kingside Attack
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15 g3 Lc8 16 5 g6 17 ¥f3 g5 18 Wh5 &d7
196 £f8 20 Wxf7+ ©c6 21 £xg5 Orton -
Cummings, 2006.
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130-0 6 1414 We8 15 £d4 5 16 e6 Yxeb
17 &xg7 Ef7 18 £d4 ¥g6 19 Ef3 ¥h5
20 Eg3+ €18 21 £¢5+ 1-0 Orton - Thoma 2006.

1/26/13

Orton,Bill - Berry,Jim
North American Open (1) 2001-08-31

lede52 D3 Dc63 Lcd Df64d4 exdd 5e5d56 b5 Ded
7 Dxd4 £d7 8 £xc6bxc6 9 0-0 £¢510 3 Dg5 11 Le3 O-
0 12 f4 Ded 13 Dd2 £5 14 Dxed fxed 15 ¥d2 ¥e7 16 Db3
26617 ¥e3 Wha 18 D5 We7 19 a4 2520 Eael Ef7

21 £4d4 Eafg 22 We3 £¢823 ¢c3 Ee8 24 b4 axbd 25 cxbd
£xc526 £xc5 Wd727 B2 £a628 W3 £dg8 29 £d4 Lc4
30 a5 Y4 31 h3 We6 32 g4 g6 33 ©h2 Edf8 34 We3 Dh8
35 Egl Eg736 Wh4 g5 37 fxg5 Exf2+ 38 Wxf2 Ef7

39 Wxf7 Wxf7 40 e6+ Yo7 41 Lxg7+ xg742 g3 e3

43 D13 d4 44 Ded 10

Orton,Bill - Atkins,Chris
Arkansas Ch (4) 2006-08-26

lede52 D3 De63 Kcd Df6 4 dd exdd 5e5d56 £b5 Ded
7 Dxd4 £d7 8 £xc6 bxc69 0-0 £¢5 10 3 Dg5 11 Le3
De6 12 f4 Dxd4 13 £xd4 Lxdd+ 14 Wxd4 0-0 15 Dd2 &f5
16 c3 YWe7 17 Db3 Efe8 18 Dc5 Eab8 19 b4 Eb6 20 a4 ¥h4
21 a5 Ebb8 22 Eacl h523 Ee3 g624 Efel We725 Ele2
Ea8 26 Db3 £g427 Eel £1528 We5 Wxe529 Dxc5 Ee7
30 h3 Eae8 31 &2 $g732 &3 £e633 E3e2 Ehg 34 De3
D18 35 Dd4 Le8 36 Db3 Dd8 37 D5 L4738 Dd4 1-0

Orton,Bill - Cummings,Dennis
Arkansas Ch (5) 2006-08-28

lede52 D3 Dc63 Lcd Df6 4 dd exdd 5e5d56 £b5 Ded
7 Dxd4 £d7 8 £xc6 bxc6 9 0-O £e7 10 £3 D5 11 4 Ded
12 De3 Dxe3 13 bxe3 ¢5 14 De2 ££5 15 Dg3 £.c8 16 5 g6
17 ©13 g5 18 Wh5 ©d7 19 f6 £18 20 YWxf7+ Lc6 21 £xg5
a7 22 Yxd7+ £xd7 23 f7 ¢4 24 Efe+ ©b525 Ebl+ Da5
26 6 £c827 Df5 16 28 £xh6 £c5+29 Dhl a6 30 g7
£.xe6 31 Exe6 2832 £xh8 1-0

Orton, Bill (2206) - Thoma, Phil (2027)

Okie Chess Fest (4) 2006-09-03

lede52 D3 Dc63 Lcd D64 dd exdd 5e5d56 £b5 Ded
7 Dxdd £c58 Le3 £xd4 9 Wxd4 0-0 10 £xc6 bxcod

11 De3 Dxe3 12 YWxe3 £d7 13 0-0 16 14 14 Wes 15 £d4 5
166 Yxe6 17 £xg7 Ef7 18 £d4 Wg6 19 Ef3 ¥h5

20 B3+ &8 21 &c5+ 1-0

Orton,Bill - Berry,Jim

Jerry Hankin Memorial (3) 2011-02-11

lede52 D3 Dc63 Ked Df64d4 exdd 5e5d56 b5 Ded
7 Dxd4 £d7 8 £xc6 bxc69 0-0 £c¢5 10 3 Dg5 11 f4 Ded
12 2e30-0 13 Dd2 Dxd2 14 Wxd2 £b6 15 Db3 &5 16 a4
We7 17 a5 £xe3+ 18 Wxe3 Led (18 ... £xc2 19 Dd4 Led
20 Dxc6 ¥d7 21 Eacl +/-;18 ... Efb8 19 We3) 19 ®e3
Eabg 20 Dc5 L1521 b4 d4 22 Wxd4 £xc2 23 15 o5

24 Y12 E£d8 25 hd4 ¥d2 26 Eacl Yxf2+27 Exf2 Edl+

28 Bxdl £xdl 29 e6 £g4 30 Ef4 (30 Ed2!)30 ... h5

31 Ed4 Ee8 32 Ed7 fxeb 33 fxeb £xeb 34 Exc7 £d5

35 Exa7 Eel+ 36 ©h2 Ee2 37 a6 Exg2+ 38 ©h3 Eg4

(38 ... Ea239 Bd7 +- ©h7 40 € g3 with b5 coming) 39 Eb7
L2902+ 40 ©h2 &f141a7 1-0
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