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Two Knights Defense

Modern Variation
1 e4 e5 2 nf3 nc6 3 bc4 nf6 4 d4

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

... dxe5 0-0 nc3 nd5 be3 +/- Patzer Variation 1
nxe4 nc5 be7 0-0 ne6 Sokolsky - Navrodsky #2

... e5 0-0 exd6 bd5 bxc6 nxd4 +/= ... ne4 Variation 2
exd4 ne4 d5 nxd6 be7 bxc6 Skrobek - Wolny #4

... ... qe2 bf4 exf6 nbd2 nb3 bxe2 bd3 kd2 cxd3 +/= ... ng4 + ... f6 3

... ng4 qe7 f6 nxf6 d6 qxe2 d3 nb4 nxd3 Albert & Dzindzi in COWE

... ... ... ... exd6 bxe2 bxd6 na3 nb5 cxd3 kd2 +/= ... ng4 + ... d6 4

... ... ... d6 qxe2 bxd6 cxd6 nge5 d3 ke7 Neubauer - Del Rio #6

... ... bb5 nxd4 be3 bxc6 nd2! qxd2 0-0 nb3 rae1! +/= Macho 7 ... bc5 5

... d5 ne4 bc5 bd7 bxc6 nxd2 0-0 bb6 qe7 Neubauer - Kotz #10

... ... ... ... ... nxc6 bxc5 bxc6 nc3! +/- Macho Gambit 6

... ... ... ... 0-0 bxc6 nxc5 ba6 Gonzalez - Niubo#8

... ... ... ... bxc6 0-0 nb3 f3 f4 nc3 bxc3 +/- Blob Chase 7

... ... ... bd7 bxc6 c5 c6 ng5 ne4 nxc3 Rogers - Ikeda #13

... ... ... ... f3 f4 f5 nc3 bxc3 +/- Passive Line 8

... ... ... be7 nc5 0-0 ne4 nc3 Edelman-Vucic #11

... ... ... ... ... ... f3 f4 be3 nd2 qd2 +/= Main Line 9

... ... ... ... ... bc5 ng5 ne4 0-0 nd2 Adorjan - Kluger#17
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 1 e4 e5 2 nf3 nc6 3 bc4 nf6 4 d4 exd4 5 e5
Black's first decision.
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1 e4 e5 2 nf3 nc6 3 bc4 nf6 4 d4 exd4 5 e5 d5 
6 bb5 ne4 7 nxd4 

Black's second decision.
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The Blob: Pawn island triplet on c+d files.
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1 e4 e5 2 nf3 nc6 3 bc4 nf6 4 d4 exd4 5 e5 d5 
6 bb5 ne4 7 nxd4 

Black's second decision.

Two Knights Modern Variation Overview
1 e4 e5 2 nf3 nc6 3 bc4 nf6 4 d4 exd4 5 e5 ne4

ng4
d5 6 bb5 ne4 7 nxd4 bc5

bd7

Black has two major choices. On move five he must decide what to do about the attacked knight. 
(See diagram above.) He can move it to e4 or g4, or he can counterattack with d7-d5. This last is 
most common and probably best. Later, on move seven, black can defend the knight on c6 by 7 ... 
bd7 or offer to sacrifice material with the “macho” 7 ... bc5.

Often white forces a “blob” pawn structure on black.

White strategies:
1. blockade the blob
2. attack on the kingside by advancing the e and f pawns
3. attack black’s a-pawn

White tactics:
1. the e5-e6 shot
2. f5-f6 to destroy black’s king position

Black strategies:
1. hit white’s center e5-pawn with ... f7-f6
2. mobilize the blob, to trade off potential weaknesses

 and/or gain space
3. attack with pieces on the kingside
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The Blob: Pawn island triplet on c+d files.
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1
Sokolsky,Alexei - Navrodsky

Novosibirsk (1) 1944

1 e4 e5 2 nf3 nc6 3 bc4 nf6 4 d4 nxe4 
5 dxe5 nc5 6 O-O be7 7 nc3 O-O 8 nd5 ne6 
9 be3 f6 10 nxe7+ qxe7 11 exf6 qxf6 12 ng5 
kh8 13 f4 qe7 14 nxh7 kxh7 15 qh5+ kg8 
16 f5 ne5 17 fxe6 rxf1+ 18 rxf1 nxc4 
19 qf7+ qxf7 20 exf7+ kf8 21 bd4   1-0 

2
Skrobek - Wolny

corr: Dr J. Bannet Memorial 1990

1 e4 e5 2 nf3 nc6 3 bc4 nf6 4 d4 exd4 5 e5 
ne4 6 O-O d5 7 exd6 nxd6 8 bd5 be7 
9 bxc6+ bxc6 10 nxd4 qd7 11 nc3 11 qf3!? 
Mikhalchishin 11 … O-O 12 bf4 bf6 13 na4 
nb5 14 ne2 qd5 15 c3 15 qc1? qc4 -/+ 
15 … bf5 15 … qc4 16 b3 16 qxd5 cxd5 
17 nc5 d4 17 … c6? 18 a4 +- 18 ng3 bg6 
18 … bc8 19 nge4 be7 20 a4 nd6 21 cxd4 
+/- 19 c4 nd6 20 bxd6 cxd6 21 nd7 rfc8 
22 nxf6+ gxf6 23 b3 d5 24 cxd5 rd8 25 f4 bc2 
' ' ' ' 26 rac1 rac8 27 rf2 d3 28 nf5!28 ne4? 
f5 28 … rc5 28 … kf8 29 ne3 +/- 29 rd2 
ra5 29 … kf8 30 ne3 30 ne7+ kg7 31 nc6 
rdxd5 32 nxa5 rxa5 33 rcxc2 dxc2 34 rxc2 
+/- kg6 34 … f5 35 a4 ra6 36 rc5 kf6 
37 kf2 re6 38 a5 +- 35 kf2 kf5 36 ke3 h5 
37 a4 ra6 38 rc5+ kg4 39 h3+ kg3 40 rxh5 
kxg2 41 kd4 kg3 42 f5 kf4 43 kc5 ra5+ 
44 kb4 '!' '!' 44 kc6? rxf5 45 rxf5+ kxf5 
46 b4 ke4 47 b5 f5 48 a5 f4 49 b6 axb6 50 axb6 
f3 = 44 … rxf5 45 rxf5+ kxf5 46 kc3! 
46 … kf4 46 … ke4 47 kd2 kf3 48 b4 ke4 
49 b5 kd5 50 h4 +- 47 b4 1-0 

(47. b4 Kg3 (47... Ke3 48. h4 f5 49. h5 f4 50. h6 f3 51. h7 
f2 52. h8=Q f1=Q 53. Qe5+ Kf2 54. Qf4+ Ke2 55. Qxf1+ 
Kxf1 56. Kd4 $18) 48. b5 f5 49. a5 f4 50. b6 axb6 51. axb6 
f3 52. b7 f2 53. b8=Q+ Kxh3 54. Qf4 Kg2 55. Qg4+ Kh2 
56. Qf3 Kg1 57. Qg3+ Kf1 58. Kd2 f5 59. Qh2 f4 60. Qh1# 
Popescu ) 

Line 3 is a suggestion by Albert & Dzindzi from 
Chess Openings for White Explained.

4
Neubauer - Del Rio Angelis

Santa Clara, 2002

1 e4 e5 2 nf3 nc6 3 bc4 nf6 4 d4 exd4 5 e5 
ng4 6 qe2 qe7 7 bf4 d6 8 exd6 qxe2+ 
9 bxe2 bxd6 10 bxd6 cxd6 11 na3 nge5 
12 nb5 d3 13 cxd3 ke7 14 kd2 be6 15 rhe1 
kd7 16 nfd4 a6 17 nxc6 nxc6 18 nc3 nd4 
19 bd1 b5 20 ne2 nxe2 21 bxe2 bd5 22 g3 
f5 23 d4 rhe8 24 bd3 rxe1 25 rxe1 g6 26 a3 
rc8 27 rc1 bc4 28 bxc4 bxc4 29 b3 cxb3 
30 rxc8 kxc8 31 kc3 kc7 32 kxb3 kc6 
33 kc4 d5+ 34 kb4 kb6 35 f4 a5+ 36 ka4 
ka6 37 h3 h5 38 h4 kb6 39 kb3 kb5 40 a4+ 
kc6 1/2

5
Neubauer,Martin - Kotz,Heinz Peter

Austria, 2002

1 e4 e5 2 nf3 nc6 3 bc4 nf6 4 d4 exd4 5 e5 
d5 6 bb5 ne4 7 nxd4 bc5 8 be3 bd7 
9 bxc6 bxc6 10 nd2 nxd2 11 qxd2 O-O 
12 O-O qe7 13 nb3 bb6 14 rae1 a5 
15 bxb6 cxb6 16 f4 a4 17 nd4 c5 18 f5 f6 
19 exf6 qxf6 20 ne6 bxe6 21 rxe6 qxb2 
22 qxd5 kh8 23 f6 gxf6 24 rexf6 rxf6 
25 qxa8+ kg7 26 qa7+ kg6 27 qxa4 rxf1+ 
28 kxf1 qf6+ 29 kg1 qe6 30 kf2 qf6+ 
31 kg3 qc3+ 32 kh4 qf6+ 33 kh3 h5 
34 qe4+ kh6 35 a4 qc3+ 36 kh4 qf6+ 
37 kg3 qc3+ 38 kf4 qf6+ 39 ke3 qc3+ 
40 ke2   1-0

6
Gonzalez Pruneda - Niubo Arenas

Cala Mendia: ESP 2001
1 e4 e5 2 nf3 nc6 3 d4 exd4 4 bc4 nf6 5 e5 
d5 6 bb5 ne4 7 nxd4 bc5 8 be3 O-O 
9 nxc6 bxc6 10 bxc5 nxc5 11 bxc6 ba6 
12 nc3 d4 13 bxa8 dxc3 14 qxd8 rxd8 15 b4 
ne6 16 bc6 rd2 17 b5 nd4 18 O-O rxc2 
19 bxa6 nxc6 20 rfc1 rxc1+ 21 rxc1 nd4 
22 kf1 c2 23 ke1 kf8 24 kd2 ke7 25 kd3 
nc6 26 kxc2 nxe5 27 rd1 ng4 28 rb1   1-0
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7
Rogers,Ian - Ikeda,Junta

Canberra: ANU sim blind (1) 2003
1 e4 e5 2 nf3 nc6 3 d4 exd4 4 bc4 nf6 5 e5 
d5 6 bb5 ne4 7 nxd4 bd7 8 bxc6 bxc6 
9 O-O c5 10 nb3 c6 11 f3 ng5 12 f4 ne4 
13 nc3 nxc3 14 bxc3 be7 15 f5 c4 16 nd4 c5 
17 ne2 bc6 18 ng3 d4 19 f6 qd5 20 qe2 d3 
21 qf2 gxf6 22 exf6 bxf6 23 re1+ kd7 
24 ne4 be7 25 cxd3 cxd3 26 ba3 rhg8 
27 bxc5 f5 28 c4 qxc4 29 qxf5+ kc7 
30 bxe7 qd4+ 31 qf2 qxf2+ 32 kxf2 rae8 
33 ng3 rg7 34 bb4 rf7+ 35 kg1 rb8 36 a3 
ba4 37 ne4 rg8 38 bd6+ kc6 39 bb4 bc2 
40 nd2 rg5 41 re6+ kd7 42 ra6 kd8 
43 re1 rfg7 44 g3 r7g6 45 rxg6 rxg6 
46 kg2 kd7 47 re7+ kc6 48 rxa7   1-0

8
Edelman,Daniel - Vucic,Mladen

New York: Manhattan 1989
1 e4 e5 2 nf3 nc6 3 d4 exd4 4 bc4 nf6 5 e5 
d5 6 bb5 ne4 7 nxd4 bd7 8 bxc6 bxc6 
9 O-O be7 10 f3 nc5 11 f4 O-O 12 f5 ne4 
13 nc3 nxc3 14 bxc3 c5 15 nb3 c4 16 nd4 f6 
17 e6 be8 18 qg4 h5 19 qg3 bd6 20 bf4 
bxf4 21 qxf4 c5 22 ne2 qb8 23 rab1 qe5 
24 qd2 bc6 25 rbe1 qd6 26 nf4 d4 27 nxh5 
rfe8 28 rf4 re7 29 rg4 kh7 30 nxf6+ gxf6 
31 rh4+ kg8 32 qh6   1-0

9
Adorjan,Andras - Kluger,Gyula

Hungary: HUN-ch 1966
1 e4 e5 2 nf3 nc6 3 bc4 nf6 4 d4 exd4 5 e5 
d5 6 bb5 ne4 7 nxd4 bd7 8 bxc6 bxc6 
9 O-O bc5 10 be3 O-O 11 f3 ng5 12 f4 ne4 
13 nd2 nxd2 14 qxd2 qe7 15 nb3 bb6 
16 rae1 bf5 17 qc3 qd7 18 bc5 rab8 
19 rf2 rfd8 20 rd2 qe7 21 bxb6 rxb6 
22 re3 rdb8 23 a3 h6 24 rg3 be4 25 rf2 
re8 26 nc5 bf5 27 b4 kh7 28 qd4 a5 29 c3 
g6 30 h3 ra8 31 re3 h5 32 e6 fxe6 33 g4 be4 
34 qe5 re8 35 gxh5 qg7 36 qxg7+ kxg7 
37 nxe4 dxe4 38 rg2 kh6 39 rxg6+ kxh5 
40 rg5+ kh6 41 rxa5 rb5 42 rxb5 cxb5 

43 rxe4 kh5 44 kf2 c6 45 re5+ kh4 46 kf3 
re7 47 f5   1-0

rnbqkbnr

RNBQKBNR
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Blockading the Blob
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34 ke3 kf8 35 kd4 ke8 36 nb3 kd8 37 kc5 
bd7 38 nd4   1-0  Orton - Atkins, 2006.

Kingside Attack
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15 ng3 bc8 16 f5 g6 17 qf3 g5 18 qh5 kd7 
19 f6 bf8 20 qxf7+ kc6 21 bxg5   Orton - 
Cummings, 2006.
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13 O-O f6 14 f4 qe8 15 bd4 f5 16 e6 qxe6 
17 bxg7 rf7 18 bd4 qg6 19 rf3 qh5 
20 rg3+ kf8 21 bc5+ 1-0 Orton - Thoma  2006.

Orton,Bill - Berry,Jim
North American Open (1) 2001-08-31

1 e4 e5 2 nf3 nc6 3 bc4 nf6 4 d4 exd4 5 e5 d5 6 bb5 ne4 
7 nxd4 bd7 8 bxc6 bxc6 9 O-O bc5 10 f3 ng5 11 be3 O-
O 12 f4 ne4 13 nd2 f5 14 nxe4 fxe4 15 qd2 qe7 16 nb3 
bb6 17 qc3 qh4 18 nc5 qe7 19 a4 a5 20 rae1 rf7 
21 bd4 raf8 22 qe3 bc8 23 c3 re8 24 b4 axb4 25 cxb4 
bxc5 26 bxc5 qd7 27 rf2 ba6 28 qc3 rd8 29 bd4 bc4 
30 a5 qg4 31 h3 qe6 32 g4 g6 33 kh2 rdf8 34 qg3 kh8 
35 rg1 rg7 36 qh4 g5 37 fxg5 rxf2+ 38 qxf2 rf7 
39 qxf7 qxf7 40 e6+ qg7 41 bxg7+ kxg7 42 kg3 e3 
43 kf3 d4 44 ke4   1-0 

Orton,Bill - Atkins,Chris
Arkansas Ch (4) 2006-08-26

1 e4 e5 2 nf3 nc6 3 bc4 nf6 4 d4 exd4 5 e5 d5 6 bb5 ne4 
7 nxd4 bd7 8 bxc6 bxc6 9 O-O bc5 10 f3 ng5 11 be3 
ne6 12 f4 nxd4 13 bxd4 bxd4+ 14 qxd4 O-O 15 nd2 bf5 
16 c3 qe7 17 nb3 rfe8 18 nc5 rab8 19 b4 rb6 20 a4 qh4 
21 a5 rbb8 22 rae1 h5 23 re3 g6 24 rfe1 qe7 25 r1e2 
ra8 26 nb3 bg4 27 re1 bf5 28 qc5 qxc5 29 nxc5 re7 
30 h3 rae8 31 kf2 kg7 32 kf3 be6 33 r3e2 rh8 34 ke3 
kf8 35 kd4 ke8 36 nb3 kd8 37 kc5 bd7 38 nd4   1-0 

Orton,Bill - Cummings,Dennis
Arkansas Ch (5) 2006-08-28

1 e4 e5 2 nf3 nc6 3 bc4 nf6 4 d4 exd4 5 e5 d5 6 bb5 ne4 
7 nxd4 bd7 8 bxc6 bxc6 9 O-O be7 10 f3 nc5 11 f4 ne4 
12 nc3 nxc3 13 bxc3 c5 14 ne2 bf5 15 ng3 bc8 16 f5 g6 
17 qf3 g5 18 qh5 kd7 19 f6 bf8 20 qxf7+ kc6 21 bxg5 
qd7 22 qxd7+ bxd7 23 f7 c4 24 rf6+ kb5 25 rb1+ ka5 
26 e6 bc8 27 nf5 h6 28 bxh6 bc5+ 29 kh1 a6 30 bg7 
bxe6 31 rxe6 bf8 32 bxh8   1-0 

Orton,Bill (2206) - Thoma,Phil (2027)
Okie Chess Fest (4) 2006-09-03

1 e4 e5 2 nf3 nc6 3 bc4 nf6 4 d4 exd4 5 e5 d5 6 bb5 ne4 
7 nxd4 bc5 8 be3 bxd4 9 qxd4 O-O 10 bxc6 bxc6 
11 nc3 nxc3 12 qxc3 bd7 13 O-O f6 14 f4 qe8 15 bd4 f5 
16 e6 qxe6 17 bxg7 rf7 18 bd4 qg6 19 rf3 qh5 
20 rg3+ kf8 21 bc5+   1-0 

Orton,Bill - Berry,Jim
Jerry Hankin Memorial (3) 2011-02-11

1 e4 e5 2 nf3 nc6 3 bc4 nf6 4 d4 exd4 5 e5 d5 6 bb5 ne4 
7 nxd4 bd7 8 bxc6 bxc6 9 O-O bc5 10 f3 ng5 11 f4 ne4 
12 be3 O-O 13 nd2 nxd2 14 qxd2 bb6 15 nb3 bf5 16 a4 
qe7 17 a5 bxe3+ 18 qxe3 be4 (18 … bxc2 19 nd4 be4 
20 nxc6 qd7 21 rac1 +/-; 18 … rfb8 19 qc3) 19 qc3 
rab8 20 nc5 bf5 21 b4 d4 22 qxd4 bxc2 23 f5 qg5 
24 qf2 rfd8 25 h4 qd2 26 rac1 qxf2+ 27 rxf2 rd1+ 
28 rxd1 bxd1 29 e6 bg4 30 rf4 (30 rd2!) 30 … h5 
31 rd4 re8 32 rd7 fxe6 33 fxe6 bxe6 34 rxc7 bd5 
35 rxa7 re1+ 36 kh2 re2 37 a6 rxg2+ 38 kh3 rg4 
(38 … ra2 39 rd7 +- kh7 40 kg3 with b5 coming) 39 rb7 
bg2+ 40 kh2 bf1 41 a7   1-0 
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